                                                                             [image: C:\Users\FamíliaPacineMiura\Desktop\LBFA_Oficial_Logo.jpg]

[bookmark: _GoBack]THE 2011 SEASON OF THE BRAZILIAN LEAGUE OF AMERICAN FOOTBALL IS ABOUT TO START
Whilst the NFL is locked in a dispute in the US, Brazil will see the beginning of the sport’s principle league on July 16th
São Paulo, July 5th 2011 – With an investment of R$1.8 million, the LBFA - Liga Brasileira de Futebol Americano – starts its second season this Saturday (16th). This season the championship dispute has 12 teams from seven Brazilian states: São Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, Paraná, Santa Catarina, Minas Gerais, Rio Grande do Sul and Mato Grosso. In all, there will be 42 games played in the regular season followed by the playoffs and culminating in the Brazil Bowl 2011 on December 10th. 
But the biggest challenge of the competition is not on the football Field. For the President of the LBFA, Orlando Junior, it is time to consolidate the sport.  “This is the third consecutive year that the Sport has had a nationwide championship setup and it has been improving every year, and 2011 will be the season to consolidate professional sports management”, he commented. 
This consolidation will be seen mainly in aspects such as marketing, communication and promotion of the LBFA. Junior explains that the strategy took into consideration the points that need the greatest attention from here on since the sport has already built up a good fan base. “The greatest need is to expand understanding of the game to new spectators which could lead to the popularization of American Football in Brazil once and for all. 
For this to happen, the President of the LBFA explains that there are two essential points: the fact that most of the teams in the league have a strong fan base since many represent their states as state champions from the first semester of the year; and the presence of teams with professional partnerships with soccer clubs such as Fluminense and Coritiba. 
The opening game of the season will take place on Saturday July 16th in Cuiabá when the current LBFA champions, Cuiabá Arsenal, will host the São Paulo Storm, one of the strongest teams in the championship with exemplary organization. 
Contact information:
Liga Brasileira de Futebol Americano –2011 Season
Website: www.lbfa.com.br
Twitter: @LBFA_Brasil
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/LBFABrasil 
Press contact: imprensa@lbfa.com.br

ABOUT THE LBFA
The LBFA (“Brazilian League of American Football”) is the main championship for the sport in the country. It was founded by the eight main teams in the country in 2009 and the 2011 season has 12 teams representing seven states: São Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, Paraná, Santa Catarina, Minas Gerais, Rio Grande do Sul and Mato Grosso. The championship will have a total of one thousand athletes as well as couches and members of the technical commission. The current season program has 42 games in 12 different cities. It is estimated that more than R$1.8 million will be invested in equipment, uniforms, accommodation, meals, stadium rental, administration and technical organization and other expenses. The championship also has two official representatives from the Fluminense and Coritiba soccer clubs. For more information go to: www.lbfa.com.br
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